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The weather has certainly changed to our typical fall weather in the northwest.  With the fall comes the planning for our upcoming family gatherings and, of course, our time off from school during the holiday breaks.


This fall our evaluation committee is beginning to work on the new evaluation system that will be piloted next year and implemented in 2013-14. We are also working closely with the district on the upcoming special session in Olympia and hoping that the legislature will not do to our school budget what we think they will do. We will keep you informed as things come out of Olympia. Please check out our latest updated news at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tahomaea.org/" \t "_blank" ��www.tahomaea.org�.


If you have any concerns or questions, please contact me at 206-719-1765 or e-mail me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:smitchel@tahomasd.us" \t "_blank" ��teapresident@me.com.�


Lastly, I want to encourage everyone to remember to vote this November in our local races across the Puget Sound.


May your Thanksgiving break be relaxing and remember to take some time for yourself and family. 


Scott Mitchell


TEA President


� HYPERLINK "mailto:teapresident@me.com" ��teapresident@me.com�  
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On Monday, November the 28th, we’re going to rally in Maple Valley! We plan to assemble at Four Corners from 3pm to 5:30pm to deliver the message that our schools cannot take any more funding cuts during the special session in Olympia that begins November 28th.


   


The WEA has selected this day to do rallies across the state of Washington.  The larger cities will also be holding larger events on this same day, but we wanted to have a localized, collaborative event that would bring together the TEA, PTA, PSE, TSD, the school board, the city and the chamber of commerce.
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Last spring, the TEA and TSD mutually agreed to furlough 23 hours of time for certificated staff, due to the 3% pay cut the state implemented.


This time is allocated in two places: two mandatory days and four early release days. TEA encourages you to not work during these times. In other furlough situations, buildings are closed and access is not allowed to the working environment. This is not the case here, as classified staff will be working these early release days and thus buildings will be open.


You should not be asked to attend district or building meetings or trainings during this time. Again, your bargaining team worked hard to ensure that you would not be required to work without pay because of this pay cut. Thank you for keeping to our agreement.


Furloughed ER Dates:


November 10th (2.5 hours)


December 21st (2.5 hours)


April 20th (2.5 hours)


June 15th (1.5 hours)














Come see once-staunch supporter of No Child Left Behind Diane Ravitch as she talks about how to best solve our public school issues.


Maintaining that public education is in peril, former US Assistant Education Secretary Ravitch, author of The Death and Life of the Great American School System, argues against school privatization; cautions about the misuse of test scores as evaluation tools; warns about turning over control of public education to businessmen, philanthropists, and politicians—and offers a roadmap for getting our schools back on track. Presented by The Town Hall Center for Civic Life with Elliott Bay Book Company, the Seattle Education Association, and the Washington Education Association.


Tickets are $5 at Brown Paper Tickets or 800/838-3006, and at the door beginning at 6:30 pm. Town Hall members receive priority seating.

















Our hope is to get the local media out to this event to get the word out that legislators cannot continue to cut funding to our schools. Students only get one schooling opportunity, and it is not right or fair to make cuts to our children’s education. It is not right or fair to ask students to learn in overcrowded classrooms that lack basic resources for all students.


We want our voices heard! TEA is hosting this event, so grab a friend and come help us to wave some signs on November 28th!


















































Furloughed Days for 2011-2012








November 28th Rally for School Funding








See Author Diane Ravitch on November 17th








A child miseducated is a child lost.�


~John F. Kennedy
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If you are within five years of retiring, you can still attend a pre-retirement seminar this year.


This December 2nd and 3rd seminar include a Friday evening and an all-day Saturday seminar at the UniServ Council Office in Bellevue. Food is provided in the form of a light dinner on Friday, and a continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday.


The registration fee is $35 (less for WEA-Retired and spouses), and for an additional $5, you can get 10 clock hours. If you will be getting clock hours, legislative changes you must get prior approval for the clock hours from your district before the seminar.


The December dates are December 2nd and 3rd. There will be two more pre-retirement seminars this coming spring, and those dates will be available soon.


For more information, call Charlotte Cole at 425-440-6161 or e-mail her at ccole@washingtonea.org.














 









































Your Next Building Meeting: _________________








Last Pre-Retirement Seminar in 2011








There are lots of interesting tidbits on Diane Ravitch’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.dianeravitch.com" ��www.dianeravitch.com�), including an interview on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart on March 3rd, 2011. This and several other interviews are available for viewing on her website.





Please contact building representatives if you have any questions about work-related issues!
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Found under the Quick Links at � HYPERLINK "http://www.neamb.com" ��www.neamb.com�, the Feature Library has short informative articles on things from money (“Tips on How to Survive a Recession”) to health (“Write Yourself Healthy: Keep A Food Journal”) to travel (“Useful Travel Websites”) and beyond. Take advantage of all this knowledge at your fingertips! For more information, check out Quick Links: Feature Library at www.neamb.com.








NEA Member Benefits Highlight: Feature Library


recently?
























































Collaboration time is defined as follows:


30% department/team collaborative consensus decision from a list generated by administration with input staff


This means that if you have collaborative time scheduled for a Waiver/Early Release day, then there needs to be a list generated for the department or team (grade level) of options of things to do with that time. In short, you should not be given a one item list or told what you must do with your time. It also means that people who teach more than one subject should have a choice to attend the training for whichever subject area in which they feel they need to collaborate.


Remember, there is some choice involved in this collaborative time. Please notify a TEA representative if you feel that you have not been given a choice about what to do for your collaborative time.


Collaborative time for the 2011-12 school year


Elementary- January 3rd (3.5 hours), March 16th (1.5 hours), March 30th (2.5 hours), May 25th (2.5 hours)


Secondary- January 3rd (3.5 hours), February 10th (2.5 hours) and March 16th (1.5 hours)
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